HUMANISM & THE CHURCHES

graces that accompany their salvation.'1 The neces-
sary converse of this would seem to be that God in
reprobating the wicked decreed also the vices which
accompany their damnation, that these are contained
in the bowels of the reprobation; but this in Reproba-
tion Asserted he strenuously denies. Freewill, which is
/the cardinal principle of Milton's justification of
; God's ways to men, is for Bunyan the greatest of
heresies.

? To such a mind and temper Humanism, with its
1 acceptance of the good things of life, its belief in at
| least a strain of goodness in man, its recognition of
; pastime, the Muses and the Graces that

round about Jove's altar sing,    '

could seem to be only one of those distracting voices
which, like Atalanta's apples, delay the Christian
runner in his race so that he does not attain: 'I give
thee notice of this betimes knowing that thou shalt
have enough call after thee, even the devil, sin, this
world, vain company, pleasures, profits, esteem
among men, ease, pomp, pride, together with an in-
numerable company of such companions; one crying,
stay for me; the other saying do not leave me be-
hind; a third saying, And take me along with you'
{The Heavenly Footman). The appeal of Hooker to
reason and experience was for Bunyan nothing; the
literal interpretation of the Bible everything. There
is more of the spirit of a free and reasonable humanity
in the work of a cultured Quaker like Barclay, who
will not accept a doctrine that seems to deprive God
alike of reason and love. But to Bunyan Quakers
were anathema: 'Keep company with the soundest
Christians, that have most experience of Christ; and

1 A Confession of my Faith, Of Election, 3.
198